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Craven County Commissioner Forms of Government 

In 1992 the Craven County Board of Commissioners was expanded from five to seven members. Ref. Session 
Law 1991-887.  

In October 2001 resolution was adopted as granted by Session Law 2001-447,  that beginning with the 2002 
election, members of the Board of Commissioners will be elected from the seven single-member districts, and 
voting for each district seat on the board shall be limited to the voters residing in that district.  This method of 

election shall be used for each election for the Board of Commissioners until altered, according to law. 

 

Article 4.  N.C. G.S. §153A 

Form of Government.  

Part 1. General Provisions.  
§ 153A-25.  Qualifications for appointive office. 

The board of commissioners may fix qualifications for any appointive office, including a requirement that a 
person serving in such an office reside within the county. The board may not waive qualifications fixed by law 
for an appointive office but may fix additional qualifications for that office. (1973, c. 822, s. 1.) 
 
§ 153A-26.  Oath of office. 

Each person elected by the people or appointed to a county office shall, before entering upon the duties of 
the office, take and subscribe the oath of office prescribed in Article VI, Sec. 7 of the Constitution. The oath of 
office shall be administered by some person authorized by law to administer oaths and shall be filed with the 
clerk. 

On the first Monday in December following each general election at which county officers are elected, the 
persons who have been elected to county office in that election shall assemble at the regular meeting place of 
the board of commissioners. At that time each such officer shall take and subscribe the oath of office. An 
officer not present at this time may take and subscribe the oath at a later time. (1868, c. 20, s. 8; 1874-5, c. 
237, s. 3; Code, ss. 707, 708; 1895, c. 135, ss. 3, 4; Rev., ss. 1316, 1318; C.S., ss. 1295, 1297; 1965, c. 26; 
1973, c. 822, s. 1.) 
 
§ 153A-27.  Vacancies on the board of commissioners. 

If a vacancy occurs on the board of commissioners, the remaining members of the board shall appoint a 
qualified person to fill the vacancy. If the number of vacancies on the board is such that a quorum of the board 
cannot be obtained, the chairman of the board shall appoint enough members to make up a quorum, and the 
board shall then proceed to fill the remaining vacancies. If the number of vacancies on the board is such that a 
quorum of the board cannot be obtained and the office of chairman is vacant, the clerk of superior court of the 
county shall fill the vacancies upon the request of any remaining member of the board or upon the petition of 
any five registered voters of the county. If for any other reason the remaining members of the board do not fill a 
vacancy within 60 days after the day the vacancy occurs, the clerk shall immediately report the vacancy to the 
clerk of superior court of the county. The clerk of superior court shall, within 10 days after the day the vacancy 
is reported to him, fill the vacancy. 

If the member being replaced was serving a two-year term, or if the member was serving a four-year term 
and the vacancy occurs later than 60 days before the general election held after the first two years of the term, 
the appointment to fill the vacancy is for the remainder of the unexpired term. Otherwise, the term of the 
person appointed to fill the vacancy extends to the first Monday in December next following the first general 
election held more than 60 days after the day the vacancy occurs; at that general election, a person shall be 
elected to the seat vacated, either to the remainder of the unexpired term or, if the term has expired, to a full 
term. 

To be eligible for appointment to fill a vacancy, a person must (i) be a member of the same political party 
as the member being replaced, if that member was elected as the nominee of a political party, and (ii) be a 
resident of the same district as the member being replaced, if the county is divided into electoral districts. The 
board of commissioners or the clerk of superior court, as the case may be, shall consult the county executive 
committee of the appropriate political party before filling a vacancy, but neither the board nor the clerk of the 
superior court is bound by the committee's recommendation. (Code, s. 719; 1895, c. 135, s. 7; Rev., s. 1314; 
1909, c. 490, s. 1; C.S., s. 1294; 1959, c. 1325; 1965, cc. 239, 382; 1967, cc. 7, 424, 439, 1022; 1969, cc. 82, 
222; 1971, c. 743, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1; 1985, c. 563, ss. 7.3, 7.4.) 
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§ 153A-28.  Compensation of board of commissioners. 

The board of commissioners may fix the compensation and allowances of the chairman and other 
members of the board by inclusion of the compensation and allowances in and adoption of the budget 
ordinance. In addition, if the chairman or any other member of the board becomes a full-time county official, 
pursuant to G.S. 153A-81 or 153A-84, his compensation and allowances may be adjusted at any time during 
his service as a full-time official, for the duration of that service. (Code, s. 709; Rev., s. 2785; 1907, c. 500; 
C.S., s. 3918; 1969, c. 180, s. 1; 1971, c. 1125, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.) 
 
§ 153A-30.  Withholding compensation; money judgment against board member. 

In addition to any other enforcement available, the finance officer of a county that obtains a final judgment 
awarding monetary damages against an elected or appointed member of the board of commissioners, either 
individually or jointly, may enforce that final judgment using any of the remedies set forth in G.S. 105-366(b) or 
the procedure for attachment and garnishment set forth in G.S. 105-368 as if final judgment awarding 
monetary damages were delinquent taxes and that finance officer were the tax collector. The provision of G.S. 
105-368(a) that limits the amount of compensation that may be garnished to not more than ten percent (10%) 
for any one pay period shall not apply to this section.  (2014-40, s. 2.) 
 

Part 2. Structure of the Board of Commissioners.  
§ 153A-34.  Structure of boards of commissioners. 

Each county is governed by a board of commissioners. The structure and manner of election of the board 
of commissioners in each county shall remain as it is on February 1, 1974, until changed in accordance with 
law. (Rev., s. 1311; C.S., s. 1292; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.) 
 

Part 3. Organization and Procedures of the Board of Commissioners. 
§ 153A-39.  Selection of chairman and vice-chairman; powers and duties. 

On: 
(1) The first Monday in December of each even-numbered year; and 
(2) Its first regular meeting in December of each odd-numbered year, 

the board of commissioners shall choose one of its members as chairman for the ensuing year, unless the 
chairman is elected as such by the people or otherwise designated by law. The board shall also at that time 
choose a vice-chairman to act in the absence or disability of the chairman. If the chairman and the vice-
chairman are both absent from a meeting of the board, the members present may choose a temporary 
chairman. 

The chairman is the presiding officer of the board of commissioners. Unless excused by rule of the board, 
the presiding officer has the duty to vote on any question before the board, but he has no right to break a tie 
vote in which he participated. (Code, s. 706; Rev., s. 1317; C.S., s. 1296; 1945, c. 132; 1951, c. 904, s. 1; 
1961, c. 154; 1967, c. 617, s. 1; 1969, c. 349, s. 1; c. 1036; 1973, c. 822, s. 1; 1993, c. 95.) 
 

Part 4. Modification in the Structure of the Board of Commissioners.  
§ 153A-58.  Optional structures. 

A county may alter the structure of its board of commissioners by adopting one or any combination of the 
options prescribed by this section. 

(1) Number of members of the board of commissioners: The board may consist of any number 
of members not less than three, except as limited by subdivision (2)d of this section. 

(2) Terms of office of members of the board of commissioners: 
a. Members shall be elected for two-year terms of office. 
b. Members shall be elected for four-year terms of office. Craven County 
c. Members shall be elected for overlapping four-year terms of office. 
d. The board shall consist of an odd number of members, who are elected for a 

combination of four-and two-year terms of office, so that a majority of members is 
elected each two years. This option may be used only if all members of the board are 
nominated and elected by the voters of the entire county, and only if the chairman of 
the board is elected by and from the members of the board. 

(3) Mode of election of the board of commissioners: 
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a. The qualified voters of the entire county shall nominate all candidates for and elect 
all members of the board. 

 For options b, c, and d, the county shall be divided into electoral districts, and board 
members shall be apportioned to the districts so that the quotients obtained by dividing the 
population of each district by the number of commissioners apportioned to the district are as 
nearly equal as practicable. 
b. The qualified voters of each district shall nominate candidates and elect members 

who reside in the district for seats apportioned to that district; and the qualified voters 
of the entire county shall nominate candidates and elect members apportioned to the 
county at large, if any. 

c. The qualified voters of each district shall nominate candidates who reside in the 
district for seats apportioned to that district, and the qualified voters of the entire 
county shall nominate candidates for seats apportioned to the county at large, if any; 
and the qualified voters of the entire county shall elect all the members of the board. 

d. Members shall reside in and represent the districts according to the apportionment 
plan adopted, but the qualified voters of the entire county shall nominate all 
candidates for and elect all members of the board. 

 If any of options b, c, or d is adopted, the board shall divide the county into the requisite 
number of electoral districts according to the apportionment plan adopted, and shall cause a 
delineation of the districts so laid out to be drawn up and filed as required by G.S. 153A-20. 
No more than  half the board may be apportioned to the county at large. 

(4) Selection of chairman of the board of commissioners: 
a. The board shall elect a chairman from among its membership to  serve a one-year 

term, as provided by G.S. 153A-39. 
b. The chairmanship shall be a separate office. The qualified voters of the entire county 

nominate candidates for and elect the chairman for a two-or four-year term. (1927, c. 
91, s. 3; 1969, c. 717, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.) 

 
§ 153A-64.  Filing results of election. 

If the proposition is approved under G.S. 153A-61, a certified true copy of the resolution and a copy of the 
abstract of the election shall be filed with the Secretary of State and with the Legislative Library. (1985 (Reg. 
Sess., 1986), c. 935, s. 1; 1989, c. 191, s. 1.) 

 

 


